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Indians of all races and castes meet there,
and part again to spread through the Empire.
Bombay is as cosmopolitan as Paris. The
strongest contrasts are to be seen in the
streets, and it has been stated that a fifth of
the human race has its representatives within
the city.
Thus it was a good place for the Prince of
Wales to begin with, as he was desirous of
studying some of the problems of Empire.
There was, for instance, the native princes
to be interviewed, for upon them depends in
many ways the peace and welfare of the whole
peninsula. The most northern one is the
Rao of Cutch, that island state with its sea-
faring population, who are in the curious
position of being British subjects at sea,
greatly to their advantage, whilst at home
they yield allegiance solely to the Rao. Hard
by is Kathiawar, a whole group of native
states, each with its own ruler, though the
chiefs who are minors have a British adminis-
trator till they come of age. The premier
chief of this district is the Nawab of Junagad,
a Prince of Mahornedan descent, most of the
rulers of Kathiawar being Rajputs originally.
Again, under the protection of Bombay
comes the great state of Baroda, much divided
and scattered about the Presidency. The